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A Guide for Teacher-Developed Activities
Overview

The Minnesota Humanities Center offers professional development seminars for K-12 educators.
Seminars provide educators with more knowledge about subjects they regularly teach. Educators who
attend these seminars find that their improved understanding and skills help them challenge and
motivate both students and colleagues.

As educators become more connected to resources through the internet, the Humanities Center has
committed itself to offering online materials to enhance the teaching of humanities topics. “Teacher-
Developed Activities” — the “T-DA!” from seminars — will be included in these online materials. Whether
a submission from you is required for credit or stipend, all teacher participants are invited to translate
what they've learned through these seminars into activities for others to use. The purpose of this guide
is to share the expectations for web-based publication so other educators, especially those in
Minnesota, can benefit from your experience.

Why Teacher-Developed Activities?

The purpose of Minnesota Humanities Center’'s Teacher-Developed Activities is to generate
supplemental activities that enhance or enrich a unit already in place. Although units and lessons are
important resources for teachers, many districts have locally developed curriculum and assessments
that support the placement of State Standards. While Minnesota State Standards are universal, grade
banding allows district-level flexibility with standards’ placement. For example, one district may place
the Minnesota History standards at grade four, while other districts place the same cluster of standards
at grade six. Furthermore seminar attendees have reported that they prefer activities they can embed
in their own lessons rather than try to import someone else’s entire lesson or unit.

Essential Elements for T-DA!

The Minnesota Humanities Center is committed to the development of deep knowledge. There are
four essential elements required for any activity development to ensure the knowledge remains robust
and relevant. Thank you for helping the Humanities Center offer materials that honor these four
essential elements.

1. Include a humanities discipline or area of study.

History, literature, philosophy, foreign languages, comparative religion, social studies,
archaeology, history and philosophy of law, theory, criticism and history of arts, and
historical and interpretative methods of social sciences.

2. Acknowledge a range of views and opinions about the topic.
3. Include primary source documents, artifacts, or first person perspective.

4. Encourage students to make meaningful connections to ideas and people
throughout time.
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Teacher-Developed Activities

T-DA! is a three-step process that will ensure you share the best ideas with other teachers.
Let’'s “Get Ready! Get Set! Get Published!”

Step 1. Get Ready!

Seminar — Attend a seminar or pull out the materials you have from the one you've just attended or
are attending now. http://www.minnesotahumanities.org/Teachers/seminars.htm

Who and What — Who would best do this activity? Identify the grade-ban (K-3; 4-8; 9-12) for this
activity and, whenever possible, link the State standards and subject. This will help teachers
connect your activity with their courses.

http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/Academic_Excellence/Academic Standards/index.html

Time Needed — How will many minutes, hours, or days do you estimate this activity will take?

Materials — List any special materials, artifacts, or objects that are necessary to complete this
activity. Include detailed information on where to obtain these materials if not immediately
evident, and tips for pre-activity preparation.

Step 2. Get Set!

Overview —What is the activity’s purpose? How is it related to “big ideas” from the seminar? This is
a short description of the activity and its objectives in simple clear language. Have you
already taught it? If so, what helpful hints can you pass along? If not, what are you most
looking forward to trying in this activity?

Outcomes — How will you know the activity’s purpose has been achieved? What will the students
be able to do? Outcomes should always be measurable and rooted in some form of
assessment, however informal.

Activity Steps — What is the procedure for doing this activity successfully? You may also want to
consider adding the following specifics:

Background information (for teacher or students)

Hand-outs: Graphic organizers, reproducibles or other black-line masters
teachers may use to enhance student learning.

Rubric for the task (if appropriate) or mention of other informal assessment

Related Resources — Are there any websites, books, articles, pictures, or people that you strongly
recommend teachers investigate that will help improve this lesson?
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Teacher-Developed Activities

Step 3. Get Published!

The Minnesota Humanities Center hopes to publish as many Teacher-Developed Activities as
possible. Here are the guidelines and rubric for creating an exemplary activity. Please note all
checklist items are required. Activities that are exemplary are considered publishable on the
Humanities Center website.

Submit an activity online now: https://secure.minnesotahumanities.org/secure/tda.phtml.

Checklist

Activity is based on a Humanities
Center seminar.

All three steps in the T-Da! guide
have been addressed.

There are no grammatical errors.

Activity is typed and submitted
electronically, if possible.

| understand that materials referenced
are readily available online.

| understand that the Humanities
Center may edit or revise as needed.

Rubric

The rubric below describes aspects of the four criteria recommended for your activity. Of particular
importance is the alignment between the activity’'s purpose, outcome, and the activity itself. Please
also be sure to include the four elements described on page 1 to ensure maximum authenticity.
Similarly, the activity should support the “big ideas” or enduring understandings from the seminar
rather than simple facts or fun activities that don’t connect the “why” to the “what.” Lastly, our hope is
that the activity is written so that any teacher in Minnesota could use it. Please try to refrain from
writing about activities that could only be done in your classroom or at your school.

Very strong All four “essential | Activity content is | Activity is not
Exemplary alignment between | elements” are strongly related to | location-specific.
purpose, outcomes, | featured in the a “big idea” from
and activities. activity the seminar
Moderate to strong | Three or four Activity content is | Activity is
Proficient alignment between | “essential moderately primarily not
purpose, outcomes, | elements” are related to a “big location-specific.
and activities. featured in the idea” from the
activity seminar
Moderate alignment | Two or three Activity content is | Activity is
Standard between purpose, “essential loosely related to | regionally or
outcomes, and elements” are a “big idea” from locally based
activities. featured in the the seminar
activity
Little or no One or two Activity content is | Activity is limited,
Developing | alignment between | “essential trivial and not tied to a specific
purpose, outcomes, | elements” are related to any “big | classroom, school
and activities. featured in the ideas” from the or district context
activity seminar
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